Drinking Water: more
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Safe Drinking Water Act—study In
Precautionary Action (with holes)

¢ Drinking Water Standard Setting

s\Water Supply: Treatment and
Eiltration

s Diinking Water Moenitering; and

» Community, Invelvement: and
AWKRENESS



Multiple Barrier Approach

SAFE DRINKING WATER ACT
PROTECTING AMERICA’S PUBLIC HEALTH
MULTIPLE RISKS REQUIRE MULTIPLE BARRIERS

PROTECTION BARRIERS
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PROTECTION/ MONITORING/ RIGHT-TO-KNOW
CAPACITY COMPLIANCE

USING TREATMENT
TECHNOLOGY




1996 SDWA Amendments layer on
more caution

provisions that infermation be shared
with the public about drinking water,

Including:

sRight te Knew! (R

K) Reports--

Also known as Consumer Confidence: or

Water Quality, ReEperts

¢Public Notification Rule
e Source Water Assessments



Now for those “holes”....

¢ “Structural” holes due to the scope of
the proeblem—SDWA covers public
systems =25 people

¢ Standard setting very: political,
streng pushi hack 6n ECONGMIC
feasipility, not purely health hased

¢ HHighest expectation: arrers
(SeuKce Water protection)) are
UReniierceanle andilargelyuRitindea



How precautionary choices shaped
NC’s Source Water Reporting

¢ [ask: define source area for a water
supply=>=NC designated larger than
legally’ reguired supply: areas for
surface water seurces, public wells

¢ ask: lecate alll “potential
contaminanit Seureces,” define risk of
contamination=>=NC mergead
datalases e 25,000 facllives anad
INCIdents, defiped allFas highr rsk



NC’s H20 Potential Contamination

sources

¢ Underground Fuel Storage lTanks
¢ Intensive Livestock Operations

¢ Dry Cleaners, Autoboedy Shops and
Manufacturing chemicals

¢ Oldl Unlined Landifills
¢ llexic Pesticides
¢ SuperiunadHazardoeus, Waste: Sites
¢ Spllisiand Unknewn SeUFCES

s Wastewater discharges andimajoel land
apPlICAUENR! PERMILS



NC’s Public Water Supply Potential
Contam. Source interactive map—
Right to Knoew. Tool for Action
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rng It Home! Community Impacts




Millions of NC Well Users
Vulnerable

¢ No reguirement for notification of well-
users near decumented groundwater
contamination. Water IS, assumed safe.

¢ No assurance: that a buyer or renter of a
Reme that uses a well'will-have safe water
SuUpRIlY-

¢ lifwell contamination Is fieund, Ne general

spurce of flnding fer heekups, HIters: or
eLREr salenwater supply:



A Non-Stick Cautionary Tale:
DuPont, C8, \Water and \Workers

¢ C8 (PFOA) used Iin making teflon and
hundreds of products

¢ EPA Science Advisory Panel: “likely
carcinegen™

¢ High DuPent Woerker exposures,
presenit IR bleod el =95% 6if US
residenits

9 DUPeRiEined S1L6ESNVN e ialbre e
disciese healty and expoesiie Inie



C8 Plant, DuPont-Fayetteville
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Precautionary Activism => DuPont

¢ NC C8 Working Group—Collaboration
with United Steelworkers, Clean \Water for
NC, NC Occupational Safety and Health,
WaterKeeper Alliance, Cape Eear River
Wateh Visit: www. NCCS8. arg

& Research, regulatory: accountanility
¢ Local erganizZing—rght ter Knew,

9 Shiarehoelder activismi: precauticonar
reseluien) te) siep) €6 production
completely 20055 9Y6 stppoert; 2006527



Other Examples of Cautionary
Approaches to DW Protection

¢ State Groundwater standards can be
purely health based. More parameters,
often have tighter values than Fed SIDWA

o NJhwell testing laws: any: new: wells' anad
Upen reall estate transfer

» Secondany Contaiment: off Undergreund
Sterage lank Systems

» CWA “[Designated uses™ = Water Supply;
NErREW: G expanded VAV dISChaREES



Recent NC actions prevent DW
degradation, protect consumers

¢ 2005 Reservoirs Protection Act:
requires studies of conditions and
trends off WQ in major DWW
Feservelrs; guick turn around, action

¢ Pending Legisiation: required
notification of Well' Users, testing o

REW and transierrediwells;
Emergency; Drnking Water EuRd

o EuliNli2apiiity; contammentior USHS



Privatization of Water Supplies
Prevents Precautionary Approach

¢ short-circuits community involvement by
limiting public governance, everall disclosure
off Infe and accountability to puldlic

¢ Often prieritizes large commerciall interests
Vvs. residential water customers=>wasteful
rate structures de-incentivize sustainable use

» maximizes prefits and cost reduction GVer
afffierdaniiity, service and sustainaianiity,
dccurate: reperting, and Woerker protections

¢ limits overall disclosure of info and
accountaRity terpuibiic



Who's our caution for, anyway?

Water Is a fundamental human right
and a public trust to be guarded by
all' levels of gevernment, therefore,
it should noet be commaodified,
privatized or traded for commercial
PUIPOSES.

\WWater IS hest protected by lecal
communItes and citizens Whe must
e respected as equal partners with
gOVEMMMERLS I the protection and
reguiation: el Water:.

——firem the Cochabamba reselution,
20)0)0)
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