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The Resource Guide on Precaution was developed by the Center for Health, Environment & Justice, Science and 
Environmental Health Network, Environmental Research Foundation and 12 conference speakers and group leaders 
on the Conference Steering Committee.  This is a preliminary guide for conference participants.  Please provide 
recommended additions and help us compile a comprehensive guide by contacting CHEJ's BE SAFE Campaign at 
anne@besafenet.com, 518-732-4538.  



 
Precautionary Policies  

 
BE SAFE Precautionary Policy Clearinghouse - Visit www.besafenet.com to view and download dozens of 
local, state, federal and industry precautionary policies and programs on a range of environmental issues. More 
polices will be added in July. Coordinated by the Center for Health, Environment & Justice's BE SAFE Campaign. For 
more information, contact Campaign Coordinator Anne Rabe at anne@besafenet.com   
 
Science and Environmental Health Network – Visit http://www.sehn.org/govposit.html to view some 
precautionary policies in the United States and Europe.  

 
 

Websites  
 
California Safe Schools website features the Los Angeles Unified School District Integrated Pest Management 
Policy. This 1998 policy is the first policy in the U.S. to embrace the precautionary principle. 
http://www.calisafe.org  
 
Center for Health, Environment & Justice BE SAFE Campaign is a nationwide grassroots initiative to 
build support for the precautionary approach to prevent pollution and environmental destruction. The BE SAFE 
initiative includes the national campaign to phase out PVC, the “poison plastic”. Visit websites for fact sheets, A 
Precautionary Tale slide show, and national actions.  
http://www.besafenet.com and http://www.chej.org  
 
Collaborative on Health and the Environment (CHE) is a national network which shares information and 
tracks emerging scientific evidence on links between diseases, disorders and disabilities and possible 
environmental causes. http://www.healthandenvironment.org/  
 
Conference Sponsor Organizations – Also see page 4 of the Conference Program for the websites of 
cosponsoring groups that are taking precaution action on a range of environment, health and safety issues. 
 
Massachusetts Alliance for a Healthy Tomorrow is a state coalition of citizens, scientists, health 
professionals, workers, and educators seeking precautionary action on toxic hazards. 
http://www.healthytomorrow.org/
 
Massachusetts Toxics Use Reduction Institute promotes reduction in the use of toxic chemicals and 
generation of toxic by-products in industry and commerce in the state of Massachusetts.  http://www.turi.org/ and 
the Center for Sustainable Production provide information and resources at—
www.sustainableproduction.org and on the following web sites. The Chemicals Policy Initiative website—
www.chemicalspolicy.org—provides extensive information on US and European chemicals policy efforts as well as 
reports, analyses and links to key documents.  The Sustainable Hospitals Project website—
www.sustainablehospitals.org—provides extensive information on alternatives to problem chemicals in hospitals.  
The Toward Tomorrow Project website— www.towardtomorrow.org—is an initiative to set a proactive, 
solutions oriented agenda for the future of health and environment.
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The Partnership for Principle 10 (PP10) is an initiative developed as a Sustainable Development 
Partnership under the World Summit on Sustainable Development. It provides a way for governments, civil society 
and international organizations to work together to implement practical solutions to provide the public with access 
to information, participation, and justice for environmentally sustainable decisions.  http://www.pp10.org/
 
Physicians for Social Responsibility website has precautionary environmental health publications and 
reports. http://psr.igc.org/ihw-project.htm
 
Precautionary Principle Project is a joint initiative of four international groups which examines the 
conservation, development and trade impacts of application of the precautionary principle and develops “best 
practice” guidance on the meaning and application of precaution in natural resource management and biodiversity 
conservation. http://www.pprinciple.net/index.html  
 
Rachel's Web Sites—www.precaution.org and www.rachel.org—will soon be consolidated into one site. They 
have complete archives of the new weekly newsletter, Rachel's Precaution Reporter, as well as Rachel's Democracy 
& Health News which has provided environmental investigative journalism for the last two decades. Most sources 
and documents for these essential publications by the Environmental Research Foundation are also in the archives.  
 
San Francisco’s Department of the Environment webpage provides links to the city’s precautionary 
principle ordinances. For details on the Precautionary Purchasing Ordinance and product evaluations, see “Less 
Toxic Purchasing” section. 
 http://www.sfenvironment.com/aboutus/innovative/pp/  
 
Science and Environmental Health Network (SEHN), a national organization that brought the 
precautionary principle to the United States with the 1998 Wingspread Conference. Check out their collection of 
precautionary principle essays, reviews, and examples of national and international implementation. 
http://www.sehn.org/precaution.html
 
Taking Precaution is a webpage of the Bay Area Working Group on the Precautionary Principle.  It provides an 
overview of precautionary principle work in the Bay Area and other regions and provides links to numerous 
resources, including all the Bay Area Ordinances and Resolutions. http://www.takingprecaution.org/  
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BIBLIOGRAPHY BY SUBJECT  

 
 

Introductory Publications Bibliography  
 
BE SAFE Platform, Precautionary Principle Fact Sheet, Memo & Slide Show 
http://www.besafenet.com/issuespage.html 
 
Community-Initiated Breast Cancer and Environment Studies and the Precautionary Principle.  Brody, Julie, 
Ruthann Rudel, and Joel Tickner.  2005.  Environmental Health Perspectives. 
 
El Principio de Precaucion: En medio ambiente y salud publica – de las definiciones a la practica. Riechmann J. and 
J. Tickner.   2002.    Barcelona:  Icaria Editorial. 
 
Making Better Environmental Decisions: An Alternative to Risk Assessment.  O’Brien, Mary. 2001. MIT Press. 
 
Precaution, Environmental Science, and Preventive Public Policy. Tickner, J. ed.  2002.  Washington, DC:  Island 
Press. 
 
Precaution in a Nutshell (with bibliography). Montague, Peter. August 2005. 
http://www.precaution.org/lib/pp_def.htm 
 
Precautionary Approaches for Health and the Environment: Making the Case for a Toxic Reduction Strategy in 
Portland and Multnomah County
http://www.oregon-health.org/precaution_resources.html  
 
Precautionary Tools for Reshaping Environmental Policy. Myers, Nancy and Carolyn Raffensperger (editors) MIT 
Press, 2006. A comprehensive handbook for implementing the precautionary principle, with case studies. 
 
Protecting Public Health and the Environment: Implementing the Precautionary Principle.  Raffensperger, Carolyn 
and Joel Tickner.  1999. Island Press.   
 
Special Issue on Precaution and Public Health. Tickner, J. 2002.  ed  Public Health Reports, Nov/Dec, 117: 493-497  
 
The Precautionary Principle: Protecting Public Health, the Environment and the Future of our Children. Martuzzi, 
Marco and Joel Tickner. Eds. 2004. Copenhagen: World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe. 
http://www.euro.who.int/InformationSources/Publications/Catalogue/20041119_1 
 
The Precautionary Principle – Stimulus for Solutions and Alternatives-based Environmental Policy. Tickner, Joel and 
Ken Geiser.  2004. Environmental Impact Assessment Reviews. Vol. 24. 
 
The Role of Precaution in Chemicals Policy. In Freytag, E., et al., Vienna: Diplomatische Akademie Wien, Favorita 
Papers 01/2002. Available at http://www.chemicalspolicy.org/AustriaGov.shtml 
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The US Experience in Promoting Sustainable Chemistry. Tickner, Joel, Ken Geiser, and Melissa Coffin.  2005.    
Environ Sci & Pollut Res (OnlineFirst): 1-9. 
 
White Paper:  The Precautionary Principle and the City and County of San Francisco, March 2003. 
http://www.sfenvironment.com/aboutus/policy/white_paper.pdf
 
White Paper: A Policy Framework for Adopting the Precautionary Principle – Seattle, WA. January 2004. 
http://www.asmalldoseof.org/precautionary/PPWhitePaperFinal.pdf 
 
Wingspread Consensus Statement on the Precautionary Principle. http://www.sehn.org/wing.html  
 
 

Online Bibliographies on Precaution 
 
Canadian Environmental Law Association 
Precautionary Principle Bibliography & Publications http://62.44.8.131/publications/cardfile.shtml?x=1001
 
Information, Links & Bibliography 
By Jon Nevill, OnlyOnePlanet, Australia 
http://jnevill.customer.netspace.net.au/Precautionary_principle.htm
 
Philosophy of Risk  
Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm 
http://www.infra.kth.se/phil/riskpage/index.htm
 
The Precautionary Principle Project 
http://www.pprinciple.net/bibliography.html  
 
Science and Environmental Health Network  
http://www.sehn.org/precaution.html  
 
University of Redlands Precautionary Principle Project 
http://www.institute.redlands.edu/P3
 

General Reading Bibliography 
 
Center for Health, Environment & Justice E-Bulletin – Monthly email bulletin on CHEJ campaign activities of BE 
SAFE initiative on precaution, PVC campaign, Childproofing Our Communities and Green Flags program. Send email 
to kira@chej.org to subscribe. 
 
Communication from the Commission on the Precautionary Principle. Commission of the European Communties 
(2000). Brussels 02/02/2000. 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/health_consumer/library/pub/pub07_en.pdf

 
Interpreting the Precautionary Principle. O’Riordan, Timothy and James Cameron (Editors). 1994. Earthscan 
Publications.  
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Late Lessons From Early Warnings: The Precautionary Principle 1986 - 2000. Harremoës, P., D. Gee, et al. (2001). 
European Environment Agency. http://www 
ecolomics-international.org/biosd_late_lessons_from_early_warnings_eea_pdf 
 
Precaution From Rio To Johannesburg.  Anon (2002). Proceedings of a Geneva Environment Network Roundtable., 
UNEP/Geneva Environment Network (GEN). 
 
Precaution Is for Europeans. Loewenberg, Samuel.  New York Times (Late Edition East Coast). New York, N.Y.:May 
18, 2003.  p. 4.14.  
                    
Precautionary Principle. Pollan, Michael.  December 9, 2001, New York Times Magazine.  
 
Precautionary Principle – Wikipedia - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Precautionary_principle 
 
“Pricing the Priceless: Cost Benefit Analysis of Environmental Protection“ 
www.healthytomorrow.org/pdf/priceless.pdf
 
“Prospering With Precaution,” Tufts University:  
http://ase.tufts.edu/gdae/policy_research/PrecautionReport02.htm
 
Rachel's Precaution Reporter is a free weekly email update offering news, views and practical examples of the 
Precautionary Principle, or Foresight Principle, in action. To subscribe, send a blank email to join-rpr-
html@gselist.org. You will receive an email asking you to confirm your subscription. 
 
Rachel's Democracy & Health News is a free, weekly email in English and Spanish that has been covering 
chemicals-and-health and prevention since 1986 and the precautionary principle since 1990. All back issues are 
indexed and searchable at www.rachel.org, where you can also find a library of documents on precaution. To 
subscribe, send a blank email to join-rachel@gselist.org. 
 
SEHN Networker provides new thinking on precautionary science, ethics, economics, law, policy, and related topics. 
The electronic newsletter is free and is approximately bimonthly. Back issues and subscription information at 
www.sehn.org/thenet.html
  
The 1991 Cholera Epidemic in Peru: Lessons Learned from a False False-Positive. Tickner, Joel and Tami Gouveia-
Vigeant.  Risk Analysis. 2005. 
 
The Precautionary Principle. World Commission on the Ethics of Scientific Knowledge and Technology (COMEST).  
March, 2005. http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0013/001395/139578e.pdf
       
 

Biodiversity Bibliography 
 
The Precautionary Principle: What it is and how might it be applied in threatened species conservation? Whelan, R. 
J., Brown, C.L. & Farrier, D. 2004. Threatened Species Legislation: Is it Just an Act? P. Hutchings, Lunney, D. and 
Dickman, C. Sydney, Royal Zoological Society of NSW. 
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Environmental Justice Bibliography 
 
Precaution as Policy: How advocates are asserting a new standard to protect the environment. Shamasunder, 
Bhavna. Race, Poverty, and the Environment.  Fall 2004. 
 
Recommendations of the California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA) Advisory Committee on 
Environmental Justice to the Cal/EPA Interagency Working Group on Environmental Justice – Final Report. 
September 30, 2003. http://www.calepa.ca.gov/EnvJustice/Documents/2003/FinalReport.pdf
 

Ethics Bibliography 
 
Blue Mountain Statement on Essential Values. www.sehn.org/blue.html and Appendix B in Myers and 
Raffensperger, Precautionary Tools for Reshaping Environmental Policy. 
 
“Ethics for Our Time.” Schettler, T., Myers, N. SEHN Networker, vol. 10  #1, March 2005 
www.sehn.org/thenet.html. 
 
Ethics of the Environment: Precautionary Principle, UNESCO, http://portal.unesco.org/shs/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=6252&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html 
 
“Ethical Economics.” Myers, N. SEHN Networker, vol. 9  #6, December 2004. www.sehn.org/thenet.html. 
 
Ethical, Legal, and Social Issues: Our Children's Future. Steven G. Gilbert Neurotoxicology, Vol 26/4 pp 521-530, 
2005. (doi 10.1016/j.neuro.2004.12.006). 
 
Methodist Church Statement on the Precautionary Principle. SEHN Networker, vol. 5 #3, June 2000. 
www.sehn.org/thenet.html. 
 

Fisheries Bibliography  
 
Evolution, Scope and Current Applications of the Precautionary Approach in Fisheries. Mace, P. and W. L. Gabriel 
(1998). pp 65-73 in Restrepo, V.R. (ed) Proceedings of the 5th NMFS National Stock Assessment Workshop. 
February 24-26, 1998, Key Largo, Florida. NOAA Technical Memo NMFS-F/SPO-40.  
http://www.st.nmfs.gov/StockAssessment/workshop_documents/nsaw5/mace_gab.pdf
 
FAO Technical Guidelines for Responsible Fisheries - Precautionary Approach to Capture Fisheries and Species 
Introductions – 2. FAO (1996). Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Rome. 
http://www.fao.org/documents/show_cdr.asp?url_file=/DOCREP/003/W3592E/W3592E00.HTM. Available in 
html or pdf format in English, French and Spanish 
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International Fisheries Law since Rio: The Continued Rise of the Precautionary Principle. Freestone, D. (1999). 
International Law and Sustainable Development. A. Boyle and D. Freestone. Oxford, Oxford University Press: 135-
164. 
 
“Setting the Right Goals: Marine Fisheries and Sustainability in Large Ecosystems,” Thorne-Miller, B. in Myers and 
Raffensperger, Precautionary Tools for Reshaping Environmental Policy.        
 

Food Bibliography  
 
“A Brief History of Sustainable Agriculture,” Kirschenmann, F. SEHN Networker vol. 9 #2, March 2004. 
www.sehn.org/thenet.html 
 
“Food Fights: Canadian Regulators Are under Pressure to Face the Uncertainties of Genetically Modified Foods,” 
Barrett, K. Alternative Journal, vol. 28 #1, Winter 2002. Available at www.sehn.org/biotech.html
 
“New Ways of Thinking About Hospital Food,” Myers, N., Schettler, T. and Gerwig, K. SEHN Networker vol. 9 #3, 
May 2004. www.sehn.org/thenet.html 
 
Science, Precaution and Food Safety: How Can We Do Better? Dr. Edward Groth III, Senior Scientist at Consumers 
Union presents a discussion paper for the US Codex Delegation. February 2000. http://www.biotech-
info.net/precautionary_groth.pdf 
                 

Forests Bibliography 
 
The Precautionary Principle and Forest Exploitation: Implications for the implementation of the FSC principle 9. 
Cotter, J., P. Johnston, et al. (2000). Technical Notes 08/00. Greenpeace Research Laboratories. 
http://www.greenpeace.to/publications_pdf/precaution%20and%20forests.PDF     
 

Health Bibliography 
 
American Nurses Association Occupational and Environmental Health Resources are available at 
http://nursingworld.org/rnnoharm/
 
Collaborative on Health and the Environment (CHE) is a national network which shares information and tracks 
emerging scientific evidence on links between diseases, disorders and disabilities and possible environmental 
causes. http://www.healthandenvironment.org/
 
Communications Workers of America Health & Safety provides workplace health and safety fact sheets and 
bulletins, including how to research safety and health issues, such as toxic exposures, and form groups to address 
these issues. http://www.cwa-union.org/issues/osh/ 
 
Environmental and Occupational Causes of Cancer: A Review of Recent Scientific Literature.  Richard Clapp, 
Genevieve Howe and Molly Jacobs.  Lowell Center for Sustainable Production. Available at 
www.sustainableproduction.org 
 
Generations at Risk: Reproductive Health and the Environment. Schettler et al.  MIT Press 2000 
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In Harm's Way: Toxic Threats to Child Development. Schettler et al., Greater Boston Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, 2000. http://psr.igc.org/ihw-download-report.htm
 
Public Health and the Precautionary Principle. Steven G. Gilbert, Northwest Public Health. Spring / Summer 2005. p 
4. http://healthlinks.washington.edu/nwcphp/nph/s2005/   
 
Toxic Chemicals and Childhood Cancer:  A Review of the Evidence.  By Tami Gouveia-Bigeant and Joel Tickner with 
contributions from Richard Clapp.  Lowell Center for Sustainable Production.  May, 2003. Available at 
www.sustainableproduction.org
 
Second National Report on Human Exposure to Environmental Chemicals” Atlanta: Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, 2003. www.cdc.gov/exposurereport
 
State of the Evidence: What is the Connection Between Chemicals and Breast Cancer? Evans, Nancy (editor).  
Breast Cancer Fund.  www.breastcancerfund.org. 

 
Law & Policy Bibliography 

 
Discussion Paper on the Precautionary Principle. Government of Canada (2002). Environment Canada. Montreal. 
 
Precaution, Precaution Everywhere: Developing a 'common understanding' of the precautionary principle in the 
European Community. Fisher, E. (2002). Maastricht Journal of European and Comparative Law 9(1): 7-28. 
 
The Precautionary Principle in Canada: The first decade. Abouchar, J. (2002). Environmental Law Reporter 32(12): 
11407-11420. 
 
Precautionary Tools for Reshaping Environmental Policy. Myers, Nancy and Carolyn Raffensperger (editors).  
October 2005, MIT Press 
 
The Taming of the Precautionary Principle. Applegate, G. (2002). William & Mary Environmental Law & Policy 
Review 27: 13. 

 
Natural Resource Management Bibliography 

 
Ignorance, the Precautionary Principle and Sustainability. Dovers, S. R. (1995). Ambio 24(2): 92-98. 
 
The Commercial, Consumptive Use of Wild Species: Managing it for the benefit of biodiversity. Freese, C. (1996). 
WWF-US & WWF-International: 28-29.  
See section on the precautionary principle, pp 225-229 
             
The Precautionary Principle in CITES: A critical assessment. Dickson, B. (1999). Natural Resources Journal. 39(2): 
211-228. 
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The discussion document on precautionary measures in CITES Resolution Conf. 9.24. TRAFFIC (2000). Submitted at 
the first meeting of the CITES criteria review group, 2-4 August 2000, Australia.  
http://www.cites.org/eng/prog/criteria/1st_meeting/precautionary.shtml
 
 

Science Bibliography 
 
Making Better Environmental Decisions: An Alternative to Risk Assessment. O'Brien, Mary. MIT Press 2000. 
 
Pandora's Poison: Chlorine, Health and a New Environmental Strategy, (Chapter 9), Joe Thornton, MIT Press, 2000. 
 
Precaution, Environmental Science and Preventive Public Policy. Tickner, Joel (Editor). Island Press 2003. 
 
“The Corruption and Redemption of Science.” Orr, D. SEHN Networker, vol. 9 #5.  Sept. 2004.  
www.sehn.org/thenet.html. 
 
The Precautionary Principle in Environmental Science.  Kriebel, D, J. Tickner, et al.  2001.  Environmental Health 
Perspectives, vol 109, pp 871-876. 
 

Trade Bibliography 
 
Precaution in World Trade Law: The Precautionary Principle and its Implications for the World Trade Organization. 
Gehring, M. W. and M.-C. Cordonier-Segger (2003). CISDL Research Paper. Montreal, Center for International 
Sustainable Development Law. 
http://www.cisdl.org/pdf/brief_precaution_trade.pdf
 
Settlement of Science-based Trade Disputes in the WTO: A critical review of the developing case law in the face of 
scientific uncertainty. Christoforou, T. (2000). N.Y.U. Environmental.  
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Videos 

Blue Vinyl - A Toxic Comedy Look at Vinyl, The World's Second Largest Selling Plastic.  http://www.bluevinyl.org/  
 
Rachel’s Daughters – The first feature length film to be made about the causes of breast cancer.  Distributed 
by Women Make Movies, 462 Broadway, #500, New York, NY 10013, 212-925-0606; Fax 212-925-2052. 
 
Trade Secrets  - A documentary by Bill Moyers reveals how the public’s right to know the truth about the 
thousands of chemicals that surround us has been compromised. http://www.pbs.org/tradesecrets/
 

Media & Messaging Resources 
The following organizations help groups improve their campaign messaging and media coverage. 
 
Fenton Communications 
Fenton's team offers a range of multimedia services—from strategic planning and media relations to advertising 
and online marketing and advocacy—to help their clients protect the environment, improve public health and 
advance human rights and social justice. www.fenton.com
 
Smart Meme 
The smartMeme collective is a group of skilled, creative and dedicated change agents who work to support 
grassroots movements with strategy and training resources, values based communications tools, and meme 
campaigning. They work to build a culture of strategy, vision, and change, connecting struggles for democracy, 
peace, justice, and ecological sanity.  http://smartmeme.com/  
 
Spin Project 
The SPIN Project strengthens nonprofit social justice organizations, small and large, to communicate effectively for 
themselves. http://www.spinproject.org/  
 

Organizing 

Center for Community Change   
Helping low-income people, especially people of color, build powerful, effective organizations through which they 
can change their communities and public policies for the better. http://www.communitychange.org/    
 
Center for Health, Environment and Justice  
CHEJ helps strengthen and empower local groups to be active and democratic forces in their communities through 
organizing, technical and scientific assistance and through strengthening the ability of state, regional and national 
groups to assist local groups. http://www.chej.org  Also see http://www.chej.org/UsersGuide.pdf for an overview 
of services.  
 
Clean Water Action 
CWA is a national community-based organization which organizes strong grassroots groups, coalitions and 
campaigns to protect our environment, health, economic well-being and community quality of life.  CWA is working 
on precautionary approaches to chemical policy reform and a variety of other issues in many of its states  
including CA, CT, MA, MI, MN and NJ. www.cleanwateraction.org
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Ruckus Society  
Ruckus provides environmental, human rights, and social justice organizers with the tools, training, and support 
needed to achieve their goals. They organize action camps and trainings for people working on a wide range of 
issues.  http://www.ruckus.org/  
 
The Access Initiative 
TAI seeks to ensure that people have a voice in the decisions that affect their environment. TAI partners promote 
transparent, participatory, and accountable governance as an essential foundation for sustainable development. 
Partners form national coalitions, assess government progress using a common methodology, raise public 
awareness, and set priorities for improvements in policy and practice. http://www.accessinitiative.org/
 
Toxics Action Center 
TAC helps neighborhood groups across New England wage effective campaigns to force polluters and unresponsive 
bureaucracies to protect the health and safety of their communities with efforts to clean up hazardous sites, stop 
proposed landfills and incinerators and prevent the spraying of pesticides. http://www.toxicsaction.org/  
 
Web based training by ECO-Action 
A web-based training course is available on The Precautionary Principle - A Primer by the Environmental 
Community Action (ECO-Action) in GA. http://www.ntktrainings.com/open.htm
 
 

Fundraising Resources 
 
Grassroots Fundraising Journal.   
Grassroots Fundraising believes that fundraising is a critical and integral part of progressive social change anyone 
can learn fundraising. They create and distribute accessible materials that teach people how to raise money. 
http://www.grassrootsfundraising.org/
 
Grantsmanship Center 
The Center conducts workshops on foundation fundraising and grant writing around the country. It is based in Los 
Angeles. http://www.tgci.com 
 
 
 
Resource Guide on Precaution 
Printed May 31, 2006  
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